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The National Resource Center for the Infant-Toddler Court Program (NRC)- operated by 
ZERO TO THREE  is supporting wide-scale dissemination of the Safe Babies Court 
Team™ approach to advance the health and well-being of very young children and their 
families, so they flourish.

This program is supported by the Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) 
of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) as part of an award 
totaling $9,948,026 with 0 percent financed with non-governmental sources. The 
contents are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the official views 
of, nor an endorsement, by HRSA, HHS, or the U.S. Government. For more information, 
please visit HRSA.gov. 
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Welcome Back! 
Questions, Reflections from Part 1

Part 2 of Webinar Series: 
Supporting ITCP Families Affected by DV
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Centering with Our Breath
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Goals for today’s webinar

 Gain knowledge about establishing universal 
screening practices for intimate partner violence in 
ITCP teams

 Expand ways to effectively engage with intimate 
partners experiencing domestic violence to support 
greater safety and wellbeing for the family

 Examine how our alliances and collusion with 
abusive partners may cause further harm 

 Develop practices for addressing safety and risk 
during families’ involvement with ITCP 
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Understanding DV
in the context of 
the child welfare system
 Co-occurrence of intimate partner violence and 

child abuse and neglect in U.S.
 Cumulative impact of trauma, separation, loss, 

stress and other adversities on parents and 
caregivers involved with the system and their 
children

 Complexities of engaging with parents and 
caregivers affected by DV in the ITCP 

 Considerations for responding to ongoing 
safety and risk

7
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Co-occurrence of child abuse, neglect 
and intimate partner violence

▪ Between 45-70% of children experiencing DV are 
at increased risk of being physically abused.

 More than 1/3 of children experiencing domestic 
violence reported being maltreated within the 
past year (compared to 9% of peers who did not 
experience DV). 

 Men who abuse their intimate partners are also 
more likely to sexually abuse their children or 
their partner’s children. 

8Hamby, Finkelhor, Turner & Ormrod (2010); Holt, et. al., (2008); Holden (2003), Osofsky 
(1999)
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Intimate partner violence and history 
of trauma, losses, and ongoing life 
stressors has a cumulative effect

 Separation, loss and grief reactions to 
having children in the system

 Generational patterns of trauma and abuse
– Many parents involved with the system now     

were children and youth in care

 Prior loss of custody of children  

 Other ongoing life stressors 
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How can we engage with families 
affected by intimate partner violence?

10
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Poll

11

Has your Infant Toddler Court Program 
(ITCP) established a universal screening 
practice for interviewing intimate 
partners/primary caregivers about domestic 
violence?

Answer YES or NO
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Universal Screening Practices 
for Domestic Violence

63

 Meet privately with each partner in the family

 Use normalizing and universalizing language 

 Ask questions related to pattern of DV, while 
gauging victimized partner’s readiness to talk

 Understand the effects of being “in the system”

 Establish partnerships with DV service providers 
in families’ local communities
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Benefits and cautions of 
universal screening for DV

 If we ignore DV … missed opportunities 
to help victims’ access resources for 
greater safety for themselves and their 
children

 If we get information without 
understanding the risks … we may 
cause greater harm

13
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Brain Break
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Keep in Mind….

 Protective factors in the child’s attachment 
relationship with the victimized parent prior 
to child welfare services and impact now

 How the victimized partner’s parenting may 
be compromised by intimate partner 
violence 

 Assessing the abusive partner’s behavior, 
actions, and effects on child wellbeing
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Why parents experiencing IPV
might not tell “the whole truth”?

16

Use the chat box to share your reflections
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Understanding Victims of Intimate 
Partner Violence

What factors should we consider to best
support parents who are experiencing
domestic violence, in the context of  
the ITCP and the child welfare system?

17
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What the Non-Abusive Partner 
May be Experiencing

1. Disclosure will lead to loss of custody

2. Fear of retaliation by abusive partner

3. Losing supports for day-day living

4. Others’ perceptions of the abusive 
partner as more competent, and damage 
to their own sense of confidence and well-
being resulting from abuse

18
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What the Non-Abusive Partner 
May be Experiencing
5. Unsure they are experiencing domestic 

violence because partner undermines their sense 
of identity, sanity, and denies reality of what is 
happening. Blames self and feels shame.

6. Not identifying as victim of DV because of own 
childhood and familial experiences (DV was not 
acknowledged, named, or talked about when 
growing up) 

7. Impact of broader societal conditions (including 
discrimination, racism and lack of equitable access 
to resources) and own lived experiences affects 
how parent engages with this system 19



© NCDVTMH

Use the chat box

 Any questions or reflections?

 Do any of the factors stand out for 
you? 

 How might you apply this 
understanding to your practice?

20
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What we know from victims of 
intimate partner violence …. 

Fear, entrapment, isolation, despair,  
hopelessness may be compounded by 
child welfare intervention
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Brain Break
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Common Dilemma

 How do we know if it’s really domestic 
violence?
– I see “evidence” but no disclosure

 How can we hold ambiguity, “not 
knowing,” and share risk as an ITCP 
team and child welfare providers?

23
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Practice Tips for Talking with 
Parents/Caregivers Experiencing DV

24

 Take a curious, open-minded, non-judgmental 
approach
o Different than I’m getting “evidence” to identify/confirm my 

concerns about domestic violence

 Start with strengths about children, parenting
 Ask open-ended questions that explore the 

relationship, potential impact of DV on parenting, co-
parenting, and autonomy

 Use neutral language in documentation
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Use neutral language in 
documentation

25

Instead of… Consider…
Parent refused to answer 
questions about domestic 
violence.

Parent opted not to answer 
questions about DV at this time.

Parent denied domestic 
violence.

Parent did not disclose DV at 
this time

Parent minimized violence and 
abuse in the relationship.

Document what was shared, 
using parent’s language.
- Parent reported “occasional 
fights” but “only when partner 
was drinking.”
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Helpful things to say when parent 
discloses DV

26

 Share your concerns.  
 Ask “Do you have any worries right now?

 You aren’t responsible for your partner’s 
violence (or behavior).

 We know people often stay with partners for a 
number of reasons...
 Can you tell me a bit about your situation and relationship?

 What have you tried in the past to stay safe and 
protect your children? 

Adapted from Team Decisionmaking and Domestic Violence, FVPF (2009)
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Protecting the safety and wellbeing 
of children
 Mandatory reporting and “failure to protect” 

laws and their impact on parents experiencing 
intimate partner violence 

 How does the child welfare system treat 
victims of intimate partner violence? Abusive 
partners? 

 Expanding our mindset about child safety… 

– from: blaming victimized partners 

– to: holding abusive partners accountable 
for their actions and harms done 
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Brain Break

28
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Practice Tips for Talking with 
Abusive Partners 

29

 Be steadfast in the belief that abuse is 
always unacceptable.

 Use multiple sources of data to assess 
change, ongoing patterns of intimidation, 
control and use of violence, and safety

 Be respectful and empathic, but do not 
collude.
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Tips on Documentation
 Describe how this relationship fits a pattern of 

intimate partner violence (vs high conflict couple 
or situational violence)

 Document protective strategies and actions taken 
by the non-abusive partner with their children

 Hold the abusive partner accountable and 
responsible for their behavior or actions.  

– Document how the abusive partner’s actions affect the 
protective parent’s parenting role and relationship with their 
children

– Document how their actions may be harmful to their 
children’s wellbeing and safety. 30
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Use Chat Box 

 What barriers do you face in having candid 
conversations about domestic violence
– With intimate partners experiencing DV?

– With abusive partners using a pattern of violence 
and intimidation?

– With each other as court team members?

– During Family Team Meetings?

31
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Use Chat Box

What are some steps you can take in your 
own role and as a team:

– To talk more openly about domestic 
violence?

– To respond more effectively to the 
impact of domestic violence with families 
in the ITCP?

32
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Mini-Stretch-in-Place

33
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Common Dilemma

 Centering child safety based on 
forced choices for the non-abusive 
partner
– “Kick ‘em out” or “Figure it out”
– Assessing safety and risk for all

34
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Juliana has been working on reunifying with 
her children after they were removed from her 
custody due to allegations of neglect.  She’s 
been consistently engaged in services, 
including substance use treatment, parenting 
classes and individual therapy.  She is 
hopeful about having unsupervised visits with 
her young children, ages 2 and 4 years.  

Vignette: Juliana and her family
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After recently losing her job, Juliana moved back 
in with Tony, the father of her 2-y-o.  There is a 
reported history of DV that includes Tony’s arrest 
for battery without conviction. The most recent 
police involvement was 6 months ago. Tony 
works several jobs and says that’s why he’s not 
able to engage in services in the family plan or 
attend court.
As an ITCP team, what goes into your 
assessment of safety and risk in this situation? 
What are the potential options for this family? 

Use chat box to share your reflections
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Brain Break
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Addressing Safety and Risk When 
DV is a Concern

38
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What are some potential 
“flashpoints” for increased risk for 
families affected by DV?  During 
involvement with the Infant-Toddler 
Court Team process?

Use the chat box to share your reflections
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Recognizing that risk is fluid and 
may change over time
 Conditions that create greater isolation (the current 

pandemic) and lack of access to resources

 Changes in economic and housing stability (job 
loss, eviction)

 Escalation of violence

 Court appearances, any legal intervention affecting 
decision-making around custody, parenting 
arrangements

 Abusive partner’s perception of/actual loss of 
power and control over their intimate partner
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Risk Factors Associated with 
Increased Threat of Danger
 Increase in frequency or severity of physical 

violence within the past year
 Use of a weapon, or threatened with a gun or 

other weapon
 Threat to kill partner, the children, or themselves
 Attempt to choke or strangle victimized partner
 Frequently jealous (makes accusations that may 

lead to violence, stalking, restriction of freedom and 
autonomy)

Danger Assessment developed and researched by Jacqueline Campbell, PhD, RN, 
John Hopkins School of Nursing.  For more information: www.dangerassessment.org

http://www.dangerassessment.org/
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What if you get a “yes”?

 Stay calm and do your best to regulate yourself.

 Inquire about immediate safety and have a 
conversation about what would be most helpful right 
now.

 Provide resources and supports, including 
local/national hotline

 Make referrals to DV service providers to support 
more in-depth safety planning

 Be transparent about next steps. 
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Brain Break
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A few take-aways…

 Safety and risk related to domestic violence 
is fluid and may change over time.

 Screening for safety and risk is not a one-
time event.  Revisit periodically.

 Risk can be difficult to predict based on past 
history. 

44
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Preview of next webinar:
Getting Positive Outcomes
 Responding to caregivers’ issues related to 

mental health, substance use and domestic 
violence

 Developing coordinated service plans and 
and addressing barriers 

 Gauging real progress and positive 
outcomes for children and families affected 
by domestic violence

May 14, 2021
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Closing Reflections and 
Questions 

47
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Thank you!

Contact:
Susan Blumenfeld, MSW, LCSW
Director of Training and TA on Children, Families and 
Domestic Violence

sblumenfeld@ncdvtmh.org

Visit us @ www.nationalcenterdvtraumamh.org

mailto:sblumenfeld@ncdvtmh.org
http://www.nationalcenterdvtrauma.org/
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